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| NTRODUCTI ON

Yatel ey, situated in the north east corner of Hanpshire,
acquired the status of a town in January 1975. It covers
an area of 2,727 acres stretching northwards from the A 30
to the River Blackwater, which forns the boundary with the
Royal County of Berkshire. The popul ati on of Yatel ey has
risen from4,469 in the 1961 census to 20,449 according to
the 1981 census - an increase of 357.6% over 20 years.

The town includes the areas of Darby Green, Frognore and
part of Bl ackwater, (hereafter referred to as Frognore)
and also includes the greater part of Blackbushe Airport
within its boundary.

The Town itself is a mxture of old and new devel opnents;
during the last 25 years it has expanded dramatically.
There are two village greens and sonme recreation and play

areas as well as other open space. Yat el ey Common, which
has been designated a Country Park attracts many visitors
every year. The Blackwater R ver Valley is currently

being restored as a recreational area with aquatic and
other leisure facilities.

The town has a health centre, a library, two comunity

centres (Frognore and Yateley Centres), ten | oca
authority schools with associated playing fields, and the
Village Hall, recently refurbished by the Town Council for

community use.

The Town Council previously carried out a simlar review
of its Planning and Community Policies five years ago with

the 1981 'Review of the Yateley Town Map'. It was a
maj or exercise and included a high level of public
i nvol venent . This was achieved mainly by the use of

questionnaires delivered to every house in the parish.
Such a review provides an opportunity for the community to
express its priorities. It was therefore decided to
repeat the exercise for this new review

Thi s i's a non-statutory review and represents a
consi derable anount of information collected by officers
and elected representatives. The revieww ||l form the

basis of the Town Council's future policies in the areas
covered by this docunent and is being issued to the
District and County Authorities in the expectation that it
will contribute to planning the proper needs of the town
wth respect to facilities, infrastructure, transport,
pl anning applications and other matters which affect the
community of the Civil Parish



BACKGROUND

Historically, Yateley grew up as a series of mnor
settlements in a heathland environment with no real foca
poi nt . The nedi eval encroachnments were scattered, and
dictated by the underlying geol ogy.

Subsequently, nodern developnent has tended to wutilise
ancient farnms, restricted only by the existence of comobn
land, and has thus conpounded this haphazard pattern.
The present community of Yateley, wth the inposition of
vast nodern housing estates onto the original settlenents,
has been left with no Towmm Centre and little sense of
identity.

Devel opnent has been at nmaxi num density, and probl ens of
integration for the newly arriving popul ation have been
exacerbated by the existing deficiencies of services,
facilities and amenities.

There is wvirtually no enployment in Yateley, and no
conpari son shoppi ng. The nunber of cars per head of
popul ati on I's t herefore wel | above aver age.
Nei ghbour hood shopping units have appeared as a result of
pl anners' fashion and developers' anxiety to overcone
criticismof the lack of facilities. Unfortunately, the
economc viability of these wunits is marginal. A
significant proportion of the population of Yateley
travel s outside to work and tends, therefore, to shop in
the large urban centres for the nmultiple choice which is
not available in Yateley.

So, it can be seen that Yateley is very nmuch suffering the
effects of overdevel opment, and there is no way that the
facilities or the stabilisation of the community can be
achieved in the short term Pl anni ng Control needs to be
nore |ocalised. That is not to say that all devel opnent
nmust be prevented or that the environment nust be
preserved intact and renmain totally unaltered, but that
pl anning nmust be 'given back to the people®, as it were,
so that |ocal needs can be locally deterni ned.
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SECTION 1

OBJECTI VES



Gonnty of Sonthampton.

= The Unstle,
ﬁ YOum aEr e
@ e — m"mchmbr.

A & MusMES,
SOUNTY SUAVEYON.

souNTY ".::L‘ 29 th llay ) 1935 .

Dear Sir.'

Speed Limits.

I beg to refer to your application in connection
» with speed limits and to inform you that it was laid before
the Traffic Signs Sub-Committee at their recent meeting,
together with a large number of gimilar applications, when
the Committee decided to defer consideration of the whole
matter until their meeting in July next.
Yours faithfully,

County Surveyor.

3.Brawn, Esq,, : .
Clerk to the Parish Counecil,

Ca oy e,

Speed Limits - a problem 50 years ago !




TRANSPORT AND H GHWAY MATTERS

The Town Council are concerned about the ever increasing
transportation problens which have arisen from the
continual inposition of additional housing within the area
over the last two decades.

The North East Hanpshire Structure Plan recognises the

traffic problens in Hart District, and has proposed, in
the recently published Second Alteration, that the A327
t hrough Yatel ey be downgraded to B-road status. Thi s,

in the Council's opinion, 1is the only real way to reduce

the anount of traffic travelling through Yateley because
the signpost re-routing of through traffic from Reading,
which indicates to drivers leaving Eversley that they
shoul d proceed straight on instead of bearing left through
Yatel ey, has had little effect, as the majority of drivers
use the shortest distance between two points, and so
continue to go through Yateley to link with the A30 at
Hawl ey.

Two specific matters concerning Yateley need ur gent
attention. First, provision needs to be nmade for
adequate off-street parking, both for cars and lorries,
the latter to be accompdated preferably in a purpose
built lorry park. Secondly, cycle paths are desirable
for the <centre of Yateley and also in the proximty of
Frognore Conprehensive School along the A327.

Yatel ey has devel oped without a railway station and those
needing to travel by train have to drive, cycle or go by

bus to a station. The nearest station offering a fast

commuter service to London is 4 mles away at Fleet.
However, it should be noted that since no bus service
exists between Yateley and Fleet, private neans of

transport is required to reach the station.

The road system in Jlarge parts of Hart District is
designed for villages but expected to cater for towns.
Despite the population gromh of 20 years there have been
no maj or hi ghways schenmes in Hart during the this period.
Wile the proposed M junction at Mnley may provide
relief in this area, such inprovenent nust not be seen as
an excuse for yet further devel opnent. It nust be seen
as part of an overall strategy.



SHOPPI NG

The responses to the questionnaire show that the majority
of people do their day to day shopping in Yateley itself.

However, they also show that only about one third of all
Yateley residents also do their large 'weekly shop'® in
Yatel ey, twice as many preferring to travel to Canberl ey,
Sandhurst, Reading or Fleet for the w der choice avail able
t here.

The provision of shopping in a town the size of Yateley is
of great inportance, especially considering the lack of
public transport to many relatively close destinations, in
particular Fleet, which according to the Hart District
Local Plan is the District Shopping Centre. However, the
shopping in Yateley is conparatively poor, catering for
only basic needs and therefore encouraging little or no
conpetition, and consequently high prices and very little
choi ce. This may well be in part due to the continuing
escalation of shop rents which drastically decreases the
economc viability of these units.

HOUSI NG

There is no further land available for housing in the
Parish of Yateley. Furt her devel opnent to the north is
constrained by a nunber of factors including the flood
plain of the R ver Blackwater, mneral reserves which are
currently being worked, inportant |andscape and ecol ogi cal
areas and the county boundary with Berkshire. To the
South lies the Yateley Common Country Park which is an
area of common | and and has al so been designated a Site of
Special Scientific Interest of ecological and |andscape
i mport ance. Bl ackbushe Airport flight path alignnment
constrains devel opnent to the south west of Yateley and
devel opnment to the west would result in the intrusion of
Yateley into Eversley. Devel opnent between Yatel ey and
Frognore would result in the coalescence of t hese
physically separate settlenents, the loss of inportant
open space between the two settlenments and the |oss of
sonme grade 3A agricultural |and.

| NDUSTRY

The Town Council supports, in principle, the suggestion
that an increase in small scale |light industrial and
of fice developnment will allow comuters already living in
the area to find jobs locally. This will, of course,
have the very inportant effect of easing congestion on the
r oads. It is, of course, of utnost inportance that any
devel opnent is ainmed at the needs of the existing

popul ation only, and does not encourage the in-mgration
of workers from ot her areas.



| NDUSTRY Cont'd

There are four areas of industry within the parish:-

a) Blackbushe Trading Estate

This estate cannot expand in area, but its nore intensive

use for light industrial purposes as outlined in the
exi sting approved developnment brief neets with the Town
Council's approval . Careful attention needs to be given

to the type of industrial uses for this site bearing in
mnd its proximty to a nunber of residential properties.

b) Frognore Road (Trotsford Farm

The Town Council recognise that the businesses operating
from this site performa useful service, but feel that
expansi on should be resisted.

c) MII Lane

The dairy packagi ng prem ses should be retained.

d) Scrapyards on Yatel ey Conmon

The Council is well aware of the problens caused by the
presence of scrapyards on Yatel ey Common.

The existence of this activity in the mddle of the
Country Park can only frustrate attenpts to preserve the
rural character of the area.

The Town Council would like to see the relocation of these
firme to another site as soon as possible, but in the
short termthe effects of this activity nust be limted in
every way possible by providing boundary ditches and banks
and further tree planting, to I|essen the detrinental
i mpact that these activities have on the Comon.

OFFI CES
The Town Council acknow edges that offices are an

i mportant town centre function, providing |ocal enploynent
and contributing to the character and vitality of a town.

However, the Council is also aware of the need to
carefully <control office developnent so as not to be
prejudicial to the shopping function of Yateley, Ilimted

though it nmay be, and also to the anenities of the
existing residential properties.

The Council acknowl edges the fact that nobst conmercial

office developnent in Hart District will be attracted to
Fleet, but feels, nevertheless, that subject to the
conditions and Ilimtations set out in the '"Hart District
Council Ofice Policy Statement 1984' and the 'Yateley
Town Centre Inforrmal Local Plan', there is a case for a
few offices being located in Yateley Town Centre.



THE COMMUNI TY

1. Educati on

The Town Council feels that the provision of education in
Yatel ey is adequate for the existing population.

All  the Schools in Yateley are operating wth spare
capacity and, in fact, on average are only three quarters
full. (See Appendi x B) .

The Town Council argues that this gives an opportunity for
a much nore favourable pupil-teacher ratio than at present
and it supports a decrease in class size, a desire
expressed in the replies to the questionnaires.

2. Alotnments

The Town Council acknow edges the increasing pressure for
the provision of allotnent gardens. Ideally, these
should be sited relatively close to the honmes of people
likely to use them Unfortunately there are no centrally
|ocated sites wthin the Parish and it is suggested,
t herefore, that an initial allocation of [|and for
allotnents be made in the vicinity of Heathlands Cenetery.

3. Car Parking

The parking problens in the Parish are acute and the
situation is becom ng increasingly dangerous, especially

in the Harpton Parade area. The District Council has
earmarked the sum of £50,000 for the provision of a car
park in Yateley and/or Odi ham Despite the obvious
difficulties in finding a suitable site in Yateley, it is
absolutely vital that this project is brought to fruition
wi t hout del ay. In addition there should be inproved

facilities for off-street parking in both Yateley and
Frognore, wth sone rationalisation of the areas used for
parking in front of the commercial premses along the
A. 327. Par ki ng should be restricted wwthin the Yateley
Conservation Area.

4, Recr eati on

Qut door sporting facilities should continue to take place
on the comobns at Darby Geen and at Yateley, but these
areas of common should be retained and protected. These
can also be used for informal activities. The overall
| evel of activity on the commons should be retained.

Exi sting school playingfields should be retained intact
because play areas are always at a premum and are part of
the character of a town and provide inportant green open
spaces. Ways should be found to make them nore
accessible to the comunity as a whole as a dual use
facility.

TN



4. Recreati on Cont'd

The proposed playing field conplex at Chandlers Lane w ||
go sone way to make up the 15.5 acre deficiency in
"Active' open space identified in the Hart District Loca
Pl an.

5. Community Centres/Halls

The expansion of community facilities at Frognore and
Yat el ey Conprehensive Schools should be encouraged, and in
general any noves |likely to result in a reduction of
community facilities should be strenuously resisted.

There is a marked shortage of community facilities (halls,
neeting places etc..) at Frognore and the provision of
additional facilities there is of paranmount inportance.

Due to continued pressure of housing in Yateley there is a
shortage of suitable halls and nost inportantly |and upon
whi ch organi sations such as Scouts can put their huts, so
it is essential that the conmmunity hall and land at
Monteagle is retained conplete and intact for this use and
in addition other parcels of land are identified for this
pur pose.

6. The Bl ackwater Valley

The ainms and principles of developnment set cut by the
Bl ackwater Valley Project group are fully supported, and
the Town Council will give any assistance it can to aid
the long termobjective of the project to inprove access
to the Valley including in particular the establishnent of
a riverside footpath.

7. Bl ackbushe Airport

The activities and developnent of Blackbushe Airport
should take place strictly in accordance with the Section
52 Agreenent currently in force.

The Council supports the commobn |land status of the whole

of Yateley Common, including Blackbushe Airport and
therefore does not support any increase in the general
aviation wuse of the Airport. In the event of airport

activities being run down, the whole site should revert to
public open space.

The 138 acres of forner airport land to be released as
part of the Section 52 Agreenment is welconed and it is to
be recommended that its nanagenent on a day to day basis
cones under the Yateley Commbn Managenent Conmittee and
and beconmes a bona fide part of Yateley Common Country
Par k bei ng subj ect to the sane condi ti ons and
restrictions.
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8. Oypsies

A qypsy site for those indigenous or resorting to the area
is supported as per the existing Hanpshire County Counci l
policy but concern is shown at the tine it is taking to

bring the site at Hartfordbridge Flats (in Haw ey Parish)
into operation.

This site in Hart nust be established pronptly in order
that designated status can be achieved to effectively

prevent illegal sites being established on the Conmon or
el sewhere in the parish.

*

HARTLEY WINTNEY RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL
RATING AUTHORITY.

TELESWaNE: MANTLEY WNTHaT 108570,

T. R L KMIGNT, FRVA,

Cmar BaTeed & VALUATMS SFRSEN.

15th. Novembar 1933,

RATING & VALUATION ACTS, 1928 - 1832,

Notice pf Assessment,

I hersby give you notics that the undermentioned
hereditoment, not previously seperstely assessed, 1is
anter=d in the Dreft Valuation Lidt deposited at the
0ffices of the Rating Authority on 15th. November,
1933, at the respsctivs valuss stated 1.

llat. noauri tion & Sltustion Parish af Oross ﬁ-tenble
0. sreditameént. Valus, Valus,
638, Tennis Courts, The Oreen, Yatelay. £5 £5.

Any notice of opbjeation to the Praft List must
specify the grounds of objection end must be lodgsd with thas
Pesessment Committee at their Offices at fthe Menor fouss,
Mdershot befors the expiration of twenty five days from
such dates of dsposit of the Draft List, l

Dated this fiftesenth day of Novembsr, 1933,

Chisf Rating & Valuation Officer,

The Clerk to the Parish Counecil,
Yatesley,




11

SECTION 2 - POLICIES
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6th November, 1936,

loE.To Glbh' !sql’
Chairman,

Yateley Parish Counell,
Sohool Houas,
Yatdley,

Cambarley.

Dear Sir, Stopping place at Royal Osak.

With refersnce to our recent conversstion, we have
had a look at this matter on the spot and quita agres with
{our viewa on the subjact, We have therafore 1ssved
nstrugtions today to our Staff that in future the stopfing

: Flaue for 'buges procseding to Camberley shall be crpos te
he shed omned by Mr, H, J, Owsn,which we think entirely
meats the point you ralsed.

Yours faithfully,

FOR AMD OM pRiALpE
THE IHAMEC VALLEY TRACTION Co.,LTD.

D2l

Y Trafte lﬂt‘%n::\

Influencing 'bus services 50 years ago.
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THE FUTURE

It is fair to assume that the population of Yateley has
very nearly reached its peak, and although there may be
occasional small scale developnents in the future, we nust
never again experience the explosive increases that
typified the growh of the town over the last two decades.

It is therefore a suitable time to take stock of the
present facilities in the town, and contrast them wth
those appropriate for a community of Yataley's size i.e.
21, AIl  residents (HDC Popul ation estimate). The Town
Council have therefore nade the followi ng recommendati ons.

1.0 Transport and Hi ghway Mtters

1.1 There should in those places where a 30 mp.h. limt
does not already exist be a reduction in the speed
limt along the A 327 between the C 2 at Eversley and
the A .30 at Bl ackwater.

1.2 There should be cycleways established along the whole
length of the A 327 from the parish boundary in the
west to the A 30 at Bl ackwater

1.3 Geater provision should be made for the needs of the
di sabl ed, especially in Yateley Town Centre area.

1.4 There should be a continuous footpath on both sides
(possibly in conjunction with a cycleway) along the
A 327. The Council has long held the view that the
nunber of entrances/ exi sts onto t he A. 327,
particularly on the north side between Plough Road
and Sandhurst Road, is a source of continual danger
to road users and pedestrians alike, and should be

i nproved as proposed in the 1986 Yateley Town Centre
I nformal Local Pl an.

1.5 In addition to the existing 'bus services being
retained and inproved there is a strong case for the
followng services being established: -

(a) Between Yateley, Frognore and Fl eet.

(b) Between Yateley, Sandhurst Railway Station and
Bracknel | .

(c) Between Yatel ey and Basi ngst oke.

The service between Yateley and Frinmey Park Hospital
needs to be inproved.

1.6 In conjunction with 1.1 above, the A 327 road through
the parish should be reclassified to B-road status,
thereby reducing the anobunt of traffic travelling
t hrough the town.
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SHOPPI NG

Thera is strong support for the proposal, contained

in the draft first alteration to the Hart District

Local Plan, that attention be given to the preparation
of a conprehensive redevel opnent/upgradi ng of the two

mai n shopping areas that exist in Yateley, along the

A 327. The provision of an acceptable standard of

shopping for a town of Yateley's size would go sone

way to providing a badly needed recognisable centre

and focal point.

Two thirds of those who replied to the questionnaire
did not consider there was a fair spread of shops in
the town, and a large proportion suggested there were
too nmany estate agents. It is therefore suggested
that any further change of use from shopping to non-
shoppi ng use of existing premses be strongly
resi sted.

In conjunction with 2.1 above, the establishnment of
anyt hing ot her than nei ghbourhood shops in areas away
from the two main shopping areas along the A 327 wll
be resisted.

Although it is recognised that it 1is extrenely
difficult for the planning authority to dictate what
type of shop should be set up in any particular

| ocati on, t he replies from the guestionnaire
indicated strong support for a supermarket in the
town centre to conpete with Gateway/International, a

wet fish shop, a clothes shop and a main Post O fice.

HOUSI NG

Resi dential Devel opnent to the north of Yateley is
i npossible due to (i) the flood plain of the R ver
Bl ackwat er (i) t he m ner al wor Ki ngs (iii)
i mportant | andscape and ecol ogical areas, and (iv)
the boundary with the Royal County of Berkshire. To
the south lies the Yateley Common Country Park which
is an area of common land and a Site of Special
Scientific interest.

The areas between the built up settlenments of (a)
Yatel ey and Darby G een and (b) Yateley and Eversl ey,
shoul d be retained and kept free from any residential
devel opnent .

Alimted anmount of infilling may be necessary, but
in considering whether large individual properties
shoul d be denolished for redevel opnment, care nust be

taken to retain the existing character of the area.
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HOUSI NG Cont' d

3.4

3.5

3.6

4.0
4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Because of an acute shortage of land wthin the
Parish of Yateley there should be no further I|and
rel eased for residential developnment in and around
Yat ei ey.

In view of the acknow edged defi ci enci es of
facilities in relation to the population level as it
exists at the present tinme all devel opers should be
required to contribute, by way of a fixed anount for
every house built, towards the inprovenent of
community facilities generally, in addition to making
specific provision for residents of new devel opnments.

The boundary of the G vil Parish of Yateley should be
altered to include those houses in Crosby Gardens
which currently fall within the Parish of Eversley.

| NDUSTRY

There is a need for sone limted small scale |[|ight
i ndustrial developnent in the area, but this should
only be done in such a way as to neet the needs of
the existing population only, and not to encourage
inmgration of workers and their famlies.

More intensive use of the Blackbushe Trading Estate
for light industrial purposes is acceptable, provided
that the neighbouring residential properties are not
adversely affected.

The small |ocal businesses operating from Trotsford
Farm in Frognore Road provide useful services and
shoul d be retained. Expansion of this site,

however, will be resisted.

The dairy packaging prem ses situated in MIIl Lane
shoul d be retained.

The scrapyards on Yateley Common should be rel ocated
to a nore appropriate site as soon as possible. In
the neantinme, steps should be taken to mnimse the
visual effects of such business in the mddle of a
Country Park
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5.0 THE COMUNI TY

The replies to the questionnaire indicated not
surprisingly, a wide variety of comrents/conpl aints/
suggestions concerning the Comunity in general.

There were, however , a small nunber of itens that
were repeated by a majority of people, and having
consi der ed al | comments the Town Council wi |

investigate the follow ng proposals:

5.1 The provision of swimmng facilities for the general
publ i c.

5.2 The provision of a sports/leisure centre, such as
Bracknell Sports Centre or the Arena in Canberl ey.

5.3 The provision of a hall big enough to be used as a
ci nema/t heatre/concert hall.

5.4 More advant ageous wuse of existing halls/neeting
pl aces for such as Modther/toddler groups, senior
citizens and youth clubs etc...

5.5 The provision of a quiet |andscaped public garden
ar ea.

In addition the followi ng projects, already started wll
continue to be pronoted:

5.6 Provision of two senior football pitches, two junior
football pitches, one rugby pitch, two hockey pitches
and a cricket pitch with pavilions at Chandl ers Lane,
Yat el ey.

5.7 Provision of sports pitches and conmunity facilities
on the Darby Green Playing Fields.

5.8 Provision of a Youth Activities Centre (sailing,
canpi ng, scouting etc..) on land off MIIl Lane, in the
Royal County of Berkshire.

5.9 The provision of small satellite play areas throughout
Yat el ey and Frognore.

The followi ng general policies will also be pursued.

5.10 The expansion of community facilities at Frognore and
Yat el ey Conprehensive Schools will be encouraged, and
in general any noves likely to result in a reduction
of comunity facilities anywhere wll be strongly
resi sted.

5.11 Yateley Village Hall will continue to be pronoted for

conmmuni ty purposes.
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THE COVMUNI TY Cont' d

5.12

5.13

5.14

5.15

School pl ayi ng fields should be available to
organised groups and clubs at weekends and in the
eveni ngs. This would go sone way to neeting the
15.5 acre deficiency in '"active' open space which
currently exists (Hart District Local Plan).
Greater co- operation will be sought bet ween
authorities to pronote and nanage the use of playing
fields as outlined in 5.12 above.
The inplenmentation of the Section 52 Agreenent
requirenent that approxinmately 138 acres of [|and
formng the northern nost part of Blackbushe Airport
be held on trust for open space and recreational
pur poses will be sought as soon as possi bl e.
Furthernmore, the Council will seek to ensure that
the day to day managenent of this land should cone
under the control of the Yateley Commbn Managenent
Commi tt ee.
An initial allocation of land for allotnments will be

made in the vicinity of Heathlands Cenetery.

YATELEY,

September  2nd, 1907.

DEAR SIR OK MADAM,

THB TATEIKT PmtsH CdTNOL have been ¢
approached with a riew to the great necessity of
providing some means for combining outbreaks of flre
that may occur in the neighbourhood, and tbat necessary
means should be provided for the protection of property
and possibly life. te

The suggestion was made that a MINUA& FiRt
EJNOINK with appliances should and ought to be provided
for this purpose.

The Council wotild be glad to liare yonr opinion on

this, and any suggestion yon may males would ba
welcomed. ;..

Should the proposal meet with general npproral
they would also be glad to know If they may rely on jottr
support financially and otherwise..

Trusting we may receive an early reply.

I remain,

Your obedient sarTnniy,

\CHA3. B. WHEELER, Chairman.






